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Between 18 and 26 July 1953, bombing was repeatedly. practiced over
Kummersdorf bombing range, mostly by GA planes. The ailrcreft released
their bombs and approached agein firing their guns, Bombing was also
practiced at night during the same period. At 6:30 eun. on 27 July,

two GA plenes Flying at a low altitude gpproached the target ground

and dropped smoke bombs. fThey were folliowed by six aireraft which dropped
one bomb each into the smoke gereensd area and fired at tergets woich were
apparently located ouiside of ithe screen. The screen lested for about

15 minmates., At 11 a.m. on 28 July, two jet fighters fiying straight ol an
interval of about 300 meters, approached vargeis located in Jagen 111 and
Jagen 112 (forest distriect). 4s soon as therhad reached ihe f,:ecurity line
of the target ground they successively dived to s aliinude of 15C to 200
meters, each plane dropping two tombs, as wes clearly detormined from the
detonetions heard. At 1ll-minuie intervals tuwo of three other jet fighters
dived on the target dropping bombs; some of ihem coming down frou the
cloud ceiling which was at sn &l ilivude of 1,400 to 1,800 meters. On 29-July,

CA planes dropped tombe, From 7 p.m. tmiil alter pidnight on 26 August,

aircraft which had position lights set dropped bowbs, Several sesrchlights
were lighted., On 27 and 28 August, duds vere expleded. Betweer 17 and 18

September, bombing wes praciiced at dsytime by jJet fightevs and GA planes.

&4 night on 22 September, bombs were dropped by conventlopel airciait.

In the morning and in the afterncon on 21 July, 11-10s flying in V formation
or individuslly approached the boruing range, dropped bombs and then fired
with their board guns. During the bombing prscticed on 22 July, the first
plane of one V formetion dropped a smoke bomb while the other two planes o
the formetion dropped live bombs. It was observed for the first iime that
a smoke bomb was dropped. .The airerafi which gpproached individuclly pushed -

- over to dive on the terget, while the planes fiying in fomatlon peeled off.

The bombing continuved on 24 and 25 July. 4£ncther smoke bomb was dropped on
25 July. On 26 July, at 5/10 overcast, Ii-10 approached the iarget range,

flying at an aititude of about 3,000 metex s. ‘ihe aivcraii dived in succession

on the hstgeh from an altitwle of atout 200 meters and fired with their guns.
Between 3 and 4:30 on 28 Ju}y, Kumsersdorf target range was twice approached

'ty two swept-back jet fighters coming from the east. They Ilevw

vide circle

over the bombing ground, dived an their second averoech at en angle 'of attach
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of slout 45 degrees to &n sltitude of stout 400 meters, esch aircraft
relessing two torls snd pulled out of the dive at-an angle of 30 de-
grees., In one cese the two bombs could Le seen as they dropped. Al
torbe exploded. The sircraft then flew enother cirele over the ilarget
grourd &nd left in an eestern directicn, partielly hidden by the clouds.
Twelve conventional aireraft; filying in fouwr V.formationg in line
spproached the bombing renge and dropped tombs in & dive from an altie
tude of atout 2,500 reters. The entine formation pulied cut of the

dive in a left bank, clirbed to &n altitude of 2,000 meters and
attacked again, firing their guns. Fetween 6 and"8 a.m., on 29 July,
girceraft vere observed diving on the target renge, btut no tombs were
dreopped. The weoiher wes cloudy. Eetween 7 and & pem., four férmatichs
of nine Il-10s flying in vwedge formation approcched the airfield in
suzeession, pecled off te the left, dived on the target and dropped
btembs. During the second attsck they fired with their guns. On 28 August,
2 redio siution was erected cn zlevation 80. The station counsisted of

a rodio truck, a speciel trailer with two vertical grid antennas on a
rmest, ebout 25 meters high, & truck and a tent and wes operated ty & or
10 men wesring red-bordered tlack epaulets; It wes still there on 7 Sepe-
tember. £ second radio station consisting of a radio truck with a rod
anterme, 5 to 7 metsrs high, whose personnel wore tlue epaulets was set
.up &t the edge of the Fernneuendorf village al night and was remcved in
daytime. ffter 8 p.m., conventional sirecraft, flying with position
lights set, dropped bombs on the tsrget renge. Searchlight repeatedly
14t up. When one of the aircraft wes csvught by a searchlight, the

plane firéd a signal whereupon the sesrchlight wes turnaed off. On 31 Aw-
gust, bombing was precticed between 7 and G z.m, E

On 21 July, bombs were dropped on Xummersdorf targel range by single
engine monoplenes which dived on the target, relessed one bomb and pulled
el of the dive firing with their guns. In the afternoon, the aircreft
spprosched flying in four finger formation, and circled once over the
Tield, then dispersed and dived at intervales of 60 to 80 meters. Jfter
dropping their tombs, they fired with their tsil gune., On 22 July, bom-
ning el shooting at ground targets was practiced betwesn 6:30 s.m. snd

5 pommo Toe aircraft first approsched individually and later came in V
forvation. On 24 July, bombing end shooting was practiced until 5 po.me
In the morning on 25 July, a formation of nine aircreft wes over the
terget, dropping bombs and shooting. Between 10 a2.m. and 2 p.m., the
ajirerafi approached in four finger formations. At ebout 11 z.m. on

28 July, jet aireraft flving at intervals of 400 to 500 meters dropped
tombs. No gun fire was observed, On 29 July, single-sngine monoplanes
dropped bombs. No jet eireraft were observed. Between 6 and 11 a.me on
30 July, single-engine monoplencs approuched in formetions of eight airs
crait end dropped kombg. Eetween 12 eum, and 2 poMs, forratlons of

36 single-engine monoplanes repeatedly approeched the torget ground; dis.
persed in V formaitions &% intervels of 200 meters, dropped tombs and fired
with their machine guns. After the dive, the aircraft resssembled to fare
wations of nine airerafi. After 2 polie, aireraft flying in four finger

- formations and znother formation of 36 aircrafi continued the bombing.

This tombing praciice continued in the morning on 31 July. On 4 August,
Kwmmersdorf was approacted by individual aireraft, but no tombs were
dropped. Sinple-engine monoplanes flying in 4 finger formztions later
dropped bombs end fired with their guns. Around noon and in the afternoon,
forpations of up %o 10 sungle-engine monoplanes epproached, dispersed and
flying individuslly dropred their tombs. Fetueen & a.m. and 4 pom. on

5 August, individusl ¢ ngle~engine monoplenes dived on the target, dropped

bombs ond fired with their guns. Between 11 and 14 August; flying wes
practiced, but no bomks were droppsd. Between & end 10 pom..on 25 hugust,
aireraft dived on the target renge, but apparently dropped no bombs. On
%6 bugust, this routine vontinued with bombs dropped tale time.’ On 29
dugust, s« ngle-engine moncplapes flying in V-formation were over the tome
bing =res. Heving flown one circle over the renge, esch aircrafi dropped
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two boubs.,  Towbing was practiced efter 8 po.m. on 31 August ard in the
moraing of 1 Septerber. Un 22 Lepterber tetween O acr. ond 3 ¢ oMo,
sinpgle~engine monoplenes - ragiiced tomking snd fired with their teil
guns. Tre borblng continued tetween 7 end 10 p.me Un 23 end 24 Sep=
tetiber tetween 7 end 10 p.ri; elenents of three zircrait dropred btorbs
over the terget renge, ‘

The followuing howbing praciices were observed at the Kumersderf home
Ling ronge letwsen 29 Lugust end 27 Seplember 1953:

29 fugust, About noon, two single-engine monoplanes uwere over the renge,
each dropping two torbts and firing with its mechine guns. :

31 August, Porbing jpractice was observed between ¢ end 10 pim., iiter
10 pom., two multi-engine sircreft cireling over the target renge were
ecught in the beams of several sesrchlishts.

1 september. From noon o 2 p.m. snd from 7:30 te #33C pem., single.engine
monoplanes practiced Lombing.

23 to 27 September, osingle-engine ronoplayes practiced borbing in daytime
and in the evening. :

Corment, It is belisved that the Xummersdorf btombing rrnge is used 25X1
by aireraft of the Gi regi-ents stationed at the Brandis &l rfield, Altfoenne=
witz £nd Finsterwalde airfields snd ihe regivents of the fighter division . ‘
stationed at Gres-enhain.
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